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When the grain is ripe, the subak members prepare for the
ng'usaba nini, the great harvest festival. Cockfights are held
again in the rice temple and the following day is declared nyepi
for ricefields: a day of absolute stillness, requiring the suspension
of all activity, when no one may enter a field under penalty of a
fine. Two days before cutting the rice, small offerings are made
to the irrigation inlet, and boughs of the dapdap tree, decorated
with little faces of palm-leaf, are stuck at the four corners of the
field to keep evil influences away. The next step is the making
of the Rice Mother (nini pantun), two sheaves of rice, one male,
the other female, the Rice Husband and Wife.2 The two sheaves
are fastened together and tied to a branch, which is stuck in the
ground near the main irrigation inlet. Then the cutting of the
rice may proceed.

In Bali only men plant and attend to the rice, but women and
even children help with the harvest. Everybody wears coats and
great sun-hats of bamboo for protection against the burning rays
of the sun. The line of reapers moves like a living row of enor-
mous mushrooms, cutting the rice with small iron blades set in
wooden frames, just large enough to be hidden in the palm of
the hand. The stalks are cut one by one and tied later into huge
bunches. When all the rice is cut, the Rice Mothers of the
various sawa-owners are dressed in a skirt of new white cloth
held at the middle of the sheaf by a rope of white yarn, a small
apron (larnalc), and a silk scarf. The head-dress is represented
by the ends of the stalks, ornamented with flowers and cut-out
palm-leaf in the form of a fan, often with a human face added,
drawn on a heart-shaped piece of palm.

2 The male is larger and consists of 108 stalks, while the female has only 54
stalks. The people of Badung agree that the sheaves are male and female, but in
Ubud, Gianyar, they claim it is only female. They also make two sheaves, one larger
than the other, but they are confused when pressed to explain the reason for the
two sheaves. They call the nini pantun also by the names of dewa padi or dewi istri,
" rice deity " or " divine wife." Nini pantun means simply " rice mother.*' Perhaps
the association of feminine names and ideas has obscured the bisexual significance of
the two sheaves. Van Eck says that the Rice Husband and Wife are ceremoniously
wedded in the granary: " Increase ye and multiply without ceasing/' I was told in
Gianyar that the rice stalks used to make the mother should be stolen from various
ricefields, but in Badung they appeared shocked at this idea.